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Introduction  
  

David Atkinson F.S.A. was born on 26th January 1934 and died on 22nd October 2011. He developed 

an interest in clay tobacco pipes during the 1940s and started publishing notes on them during the 

1950s.  He became a good friend of Adrian Oswald and worked closely with him on a number of 

projects, most notably their 1969 study of London pipes.  David was one of the most influential pipe 

researchers during the second half of the twentieth century and, in particular, studied the pipes and 

pipemakers of Sussex, London, central southern England and the Broseley area.  Following his death 

the author worked with Susie White to compile a bibliography of his papers on pipes (Higgins 2011), 

an updated version of which is provided below.  In 2012, his collection of books, papers and pipes 

was donated to the National Pipe Archive (Accession Number LIVNP 2012.06), which is currently 

held at the University of Liverpool.  A summary of this collection has been published in SCPR 82 

(Higgins 2012) and it can be used for reference or research by prior appointment with the curator, Dr 

Susie White (nctpa@talktalk.net).  

  

  

D. R. Atkinson - Published Pipe Research  
  

Although born David Richard Aubrey Atkinson, his works were usually just published under the 

name of D. R. Atkinson.  The following is as complete a list of his works at it has been possible to 

compile as of April 2013, totalling more than 70 in all.  Most, if not all, of these works should be 

available for consultation at the National Pipe Archive (see above).  If anyone spots any errors or 

omissions to this list, the author would be very glad to hear from them so that it can be revised 

(david_higgins@talktalk.net).  
 

 

1958, ‘Sussex Clay Tobacco Pipes’, Archaeological News Letter, 6:5. 

 

1962, ‘Marks on Clay Tobacco Pipes Found in London’, Archaeological News Letter, 7:8, 182-88. 

 

1964a, ‘Sussex Clay Tobacco Pipes’, Sussex Notes and Queries, XVI, No 3. 

 

1964b, ‘Sussex Clay Tobacco Pipes - Part II’, Sussex Notes and Queries, XVI, No 4. 

 

1964c, ‘Pipe Finds from Tortington Priory, Arundel, 1963-4’, Sussex Notes and Queries, XVI, No 4. 

 

1964d, ‘More Lewes Pipemakers’, Sussex Notes and Queries, XVI, No. 4 

 

1964e, ‘Pipes Found at Chailey’, Sussex Notes and Queries, XVI, No. 4 

 

1965a, ‘Clay Pipes Made at Lewes’, Sussex Notes and Queries, XVI, No 5. 

 

1965b, ‘Clay Tobacco Pipes and Pipemakers of Marlborough’, Wiltshire Archaeology and Natural History 

Magazine, 60, 85-95. 

 

1965c, ‘Makers' Marks on Clay Tobacco Pipes Found in London: Part II’, Archaeological News Letter, 7:11, 

249-256. 

 

1966, ‘Further Notes on Sussex Pipes; Worthing Pipemakers’, Sussex Notes and Queries, XVI, No 8. 
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1967, ‘Further Notes on Pipemakers of Lewes, Brighton, Horsham, Chichester, Worthing and Hastings’, Sussex 

Notes and Queries, XVI, No 9. 

 

1968, ‘Further Notes on Sussex pipes’, Sussex Notes and Queries, XVII, No 1. 

 

1969/70, ‘Clay Tobacco Pipes Found in Shaftesbury’, Proceedings of the Dorset Natural History and 

Archaeological Society, 91, 206-215. 

 

1969a, in K. J. Barton, ‘The Contents of an 18th-century Well at Bishops Waltham, Hants’,  Post Medieval 

Archaeology, 3, 166-187. 

 

1969b, ‘Note on early Brighton pipes’, Sussex Notes and Queries, XVII, No 3. 

 

1969c (and Oswald, A.), ‘London Clay Tobacco Pipes’, Journal of the British Archaeological Association, 3rd 

series, XXXII, 171- 227. 

 

1970a, ‘Clay Tobacco Pipemakers of Chichester’, Sussex Notes and Queries, XVII, No 5, 156-161. 

 

1970b, ‘Clay Tobacco Pipes and Pipemakers of Salisbury, Wiltshire’, Wiltshire Archaeology and Natural History 

Magazine, 65, 77-89. 

 

1970c, ‘Clay tobacco pipes found in Shaftsbury’, Proceedings of the Dorset Natural History and Archaeological 

Society, 91, 206-215 
 

1971a, ‘Clay Tobacco Pipes’ in, S. Moorhouse, ‘Finds from Basing House, Hampshire (c1540-1645): Part 

Two’, Post-Medieval Archaeology, 5, 72-76 (35-76) 

 

1971b, ‘Jeffrey Hunt Pipes’, Wiltshire Archaeology and Natural History Magazine, 66,156-61. 

 

1972a, ‘A New List of Sussex Pipemakers’, Sussex Archaeological Collections, CX, 37-43. 

 

1972b, ‘Further Notes on Clay Tobacco Pipes and Pipemakers from the Marlborough and Salisbury Districts’, 

Wiltshire Archaeology and Natural History Magazine, 67, 149-56. 

 

1972c (and Oswald, A.), ‘A Brief Guide for the Identification of Dutch Clay Tobacco Pipes Found in England’, 

Post Medieval Archaeology, 6, 175-182. 

 

1975a, ‘Clay Tobacco Pipes’ in D. Crossley, ‘Canon-manufacture at Pippingford, Sussex: the Excavation of 

Two Iron Furnaces of c1717’, Post-Medieval Archaeology, 9, 23 (1-37). 

 

1975b, ‘The Clay Tobacco Pipes’ in C. Platt and R. Coleman-Smith, Excavations in Medieval Southampton 

1953-69, 2, Leicester University Press. 

 

1975c, ‘Appendix VI: Clay Tobacco Pipes’ in T. W. Courtney, ‘Excavations at the Royal Dockyard, Woolwich 

1972-1973 part 2’,  Post Medieval Archaeology, 9, 94-102 (42-102). 

 

1975d, Tobacco Pipes of Broseley, privately published, 92pp.   

 

1975e, ‘Clay Tobacco Pipes’ in D. Crossley, The Bewl Valley Ironworks, Kent c.1300-1730,  Royal Archaeoolgical 

Institute, 56-58. 

 

1976, ‘The Clay Pipes’ in Owen Bedwin, ‘The Excavations of Ardingly Fulling Mill and Forge, 1975-1976’, Post 

Medieval Archaeology, 10, 52-54 (34-64, plates IV-VIII).  

 

1977a, ‘19th-century Marked Pipes from Maverton Road, Bow’, Transactions of the London and Middlesex 

Archaeological Society, 28, 258-268. 

 

1977b (n.d., but known to have been published in this year), Sussex Clay Tobacco Pipes and the Pipemakers, Crain 

Services, Eastbourne, 60pp.  

 



1977c, ‘Clay Pipes’ in K. J. Barton and E. W. Holden, ‘Excavations at Bramber Castle, Sussex, 1966-67’  The 

Archaeological Journal, 134, 68-69 (11-79). 

 

1979, ‘Clay Pipes’ in D. W. Crossley, ‘A Gun-casting Furnace at Scarlets Cowden, Kent’ Post-medieval 

Archaeology, 13, 247 (239-249, plates XXII-XXV). 

 

1980a, ‘More Wiltshire Clay Tobacco Pipe Varieties’, Wiltshire Archaeology and Natural History Magazine, 

72/73, 67-74. 

 

1980b, ‘More Wiltshire Clay Tobacco Pipe Varieties’,  in P. Davey (ed.), The Archaeology of the Clay Tobacco 

Pipe, III, British Archaeological Reports 78 (British Series), Oxford, 293-304,  

 

1980c (and Oswald, A.), ‘The Dating and Typology of Clay Pipes Bearing the Royal Arms’, in P. Davey (ed.), The 

Archaeology of the Clay Tobacco Pipe, III, British Archaeological Reports 78 (British Series), Oxford, 363-391 

 

1984a, ‘Clay Tobacco Pipes Bearing the Prince of Wales’ Feathers in the 19
th
 Century’, Society for Clay Pipe 

Research Newsletter, 2, 2-7. 

 

1984b, ‘Some Unusual Armorial Pipes from Greenwich and the Burstow Family of Makers’, Society for Clay Pipe 

Research Newsletter, 4, 12-17. 

 

1984c  ‘The Clay Tobacco Pipes’ in K. J. Barton ‘Excavations in the Middle Ward Mont Orgueil, Gorey, Jersey’, 

The Archaeological Journal, 141, microfiche M1/14-18 (216-242). 

 

1985a, ‘Points Arising: Music Hall Pipes’, Society for Clay Pipe Research Newsletter, 5, 34. 

 

1985b ‘The Clay Tobacco Pipes’ in Jane Geddes, ‘The Small Finds’, in J. N Hare, Battle Abbey: The Eastern 

Range and the Excavations of 1978-80, London: Historic Buildings and Monuments Commission for England, 

176-177 (147-177). 

 

1986a, ‘English West Country Pipes of ca.1680-1730’, Historic Clay Tobacco Pipe Studies, 3, 111-123,  

 

1986b, ‘Points Arising… [Gregory Browne Mark]’, Society for Clay Pipe Research Newsletter, 9, 34-35. 

 

1986c, ‘Re-use of Old Moulds, Altered’, Society for Clay Pipe Research Newsletter, 11, 14. 

 

1986d, ‘The Fitt Family of London’, Society for Clay Pipe Research Newsletter, 12, 21-22. 

 

1987a, ‘”Wiltshire Spur” Type Pipes Apparently Made in London’, Society for Clay Pipe Research Newsletter, 14, 

16-18. 

 

1987b, ‘Some unpublished Broseley Makers and Marks and Makers' Tokens’, Society for Clay Pipe Research 

Newsletter, 16, 18-23. 

 

1987c, ‘Points Arising… [Broseley Advertising Pipes]’, Society for Clay Pipe Research Newsletter, 16, 32. 

 

1987d, ‘The Clay Pipes' in D. W. Crossley, ‘Sir William Clavell's Glasshouse at Kimmeridge, Dorset: The 

Excavations of 1980-81’, Archaeological Journal, 144, 340-382. 

 

1988a, ‘A Sussex Pipemaker and his Kiln and Shops’, Society for Clay Pipe Research Newsletter, 17, 1-5. 

 

1988b, ‘Clay Tobacco Pipes’ in R. Coleman-Smith and T. Pearson, Excavations in the Donyatt Potteries, 

Phillimore & Co Ltd, Sussex, 428. 

 

1988c, ‘He Seeks Elfin Pipes’ [News cutting from The Daily Mirror, 21
st
 April 1950], Society for Clay Pipe 

Research Newsletter, 18, 35. 

 

1988d, ‘Some Eighteenth Century Pipes from Denmark’, Society for Clay Pipe Research Newsletter, 20, 4-8. 

 

1989a, ‘An Unusual Square Pipe from Bow, East London’, Society for Clay Pipe Research Newsletter, 21, 14-16. 



 

1989b, ‘Pipemakers of Salisbury in the Eighteenth Century’, Society for Clay Pipe Research Newsletter, 22, 10-

15. 

 

1989d, ‘A Pipe Mystery Solved – After 36 Years!’, Society for Clay Pipe Research Newsletter, 23, 19-22. 

 

1990, ‘Clay Pipes’ in David R. Rudling, ‘Late Iron Age and Roman Billericay: Excavations 1987’, Essex 

Archaeology and History, 21, 38 (19-47). 

 

1991, ‘Clay Pipes’ in D. Rudling, ‘Excavations at Cliffe, Lewes, 1987 and 1988’, Sussex Archaeological 

Collections, 129, 170-1. 

 

1991, ‘Clay Pipe’ in J. Farrant et al, ‘Laughton Place: A Manorial and Architectural History, with an Account of 

Recent Restoration and Excavation’, Sussex Archaeological Collections, 129, 128. 

 

1993, ‘The Clay Pipe’ in D. Rudling and L. Barber, ‘Excavations at the Phoenix Brewery Site, Hastings, 1988’, 

Sussex Archaeological Collections, 131, 95-6. 

 

1995, ‘The Clay Pipe’ (with L. Barber) in M. Gardiner, ‘Aspects of the History and Archaeology of Medieval 

Seaford’, Sussex Archaeological Collections, 133, 208. 

 

1997a, ‘A political Advertising Pipe from Sussex’, Society for Clay Pipe Research Newsletter, 51, 58-59. 

 

1997b, ‘Bowls from Bermondsey, Southwark’, Society for Clay Pipe Research Newsletter, 52, 4-5. 

 

1997c, ‘The Clay Pipe’ (with L. Barber) in S. Stevens, ‘Excavations at the Old Post Office site, 15-17 High 

Street, Crawley, West Sussex’, Sussex Archaeological Collections, 135, 206. 

 

2003, ‘Tribute’ [to Adrian Oswald], Society for Clay Pipe Research Newsletter, 60, 43-44. 

 

2005a, ‘Clay pipes’ in M. Biddle, Nonsuch Palace: the Material Culture of a Noble Restoration Household, 

Oxbow Books, Oxford, 322-7. 

 

2005b, ‘The Clay Pipes’ (with L. Barber) in G. Thomas, ‘Refining the Biography of a Marketplace Tenement: A 

Recent Excavation and Archaeological Interpretative Survey at ‘The Marlipins’, Shoreham-by-Sea, West 

Sussex’, Sussex Archaeological Collections, 143, 195. 

 

2008, ‘The Clay Tobacco Pipes’ in L. Barber and G. Priestley-Bell, Medieval Adaptation, Settlement and 

Economy of a Coastal Wetland: The Evidence from around Lydd, Romney Marsh, Kent, Oxbow Books, Oxford, 

196-7. 

 

2011, ‘The Clay Pipes’ (with S. Stevens) in S. Stevens, ‘Archaeological Investigations at the Ropetackle Site, 

Shoreham-by-Sea, West Sussex’, Sussex Archaeological Collections, 149, 121-4. 

 

 

Unpublished Works 

 

Early 1970s, R. H. Cooper and D. R. Atkinson, Clay Tobacco Pipes and Pipemakers of Winchester, with a List 

of the Recorded Pipemakers of the County of Hampshire. 

 

1976, Clay Tobacco Pipes from Oatlands Palace, Weybridge, 1968-75. 
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